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Vice President Edward Ssekandi handing over a dummy copy of the Accessibility Standards to the Minister in Charge of Elderly
and Disability, Sulaiman Madada, in recognition of his contribution in the development of the Standards. This was after
launching the Membership Empowerment Project in Kayunga district.
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WORD FROM AG. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Our esteemed readers, I welcome you
to this edition of UNAPD update
where we share with you key updates
that have taken place in the organisation since the last time you heard from
us.
I am glad to introduce myself to you as
George William Kiyingi, the Acting
Executive Director as the ED Meldah
Tumukunde is out of this office. I also
George W. Kiyingi double as the Project Coordinator
for the Membership Empowerment
Ag. ED
Project (MEP). We have some other
new project staff that joined us as you will see in the subsequent pages. I urge you to accord us all the necessary support.
During this period MEP was launched at national level by the
Minister of State in Charge of Elderly and Disability Affairs
Sulaiman Madada. The goal of this project is to ensure that
persons with physical disabilities enjoy equal rights in all aspects of life and are included equally into development programs and projects.
The project’s main focus is promoting accessibility in schools,
inclusion of PWDs into poverty alleviation programmes as
well as promoting sports for persons with disabilities.
The project was equally launched in the 12 project districts
by the district chairpersons save for Kayunga where it was
launched by the Vice President Edward Kiwanuka Ssekandi. I
wish to thank all our stakeholders both at national and district level who participated in these events and have pledged
their support towards the success of the project.
In the same period another project, Accessible and Inclusive
Schools for Children with Disabilities (CWDs) Project was
also successfully launched in the two project districts of Masaka and Kapchorwa. The project also focuses on improving
physical accessibility in schools.
These activities in the project districts attracted more members to register with UNAPD. Close to 500 new members
joined the organisation in only two months. I wish to encourage our district associations to carry forward this noble duty.
UNAPD has been assured that the Building Control Bill already passed by Cabinet caters for accessibility. The good
news is that the minister of works has accepted to sign the
Accessibility Standards as an instrument to be annexed to the
Building Control Act.
When the Bill becomes law, all property developers will be
obliged to abide by the Standards when constructing or making modifications to buildings. This will be a dream come true
for UNAPD and for all the advocates of accessibility. As the
Bill goes to Parliament, I appeal to all MPs to ensure that it is
passed since accessibility is a right for all.
UNAPD officially recognised Hon. Sulaiman Madada for his
contribution in the development of the Standards. His effort
will pay off if the Standards are appended to the Building
Control Act.
Thank you all for supporting UNAPD in all her endeavors of
ensuring that PWPDs enjoy equal rights just like others.
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Walk the talk
The biggest gift the Government ought to give to persons with physical disabilities in this New Year 2012 is
making the Accessibility Standards part of the Building
Control Act in the making. Several Government technicians and politicians have pledged to UNAPD that
her long wish will be granted. They should bare it in
mind that a promise in a debt that one is obliged to
pay.
The latest commitment came from the country’s
Number Two, Vice President Edward Sekandi, while
commissioning UNAPD’s Membership Empowerment
Project in Kayunga district.
The vice president’s pledge is an addition to that of
the Minister for Works Eng. Abraham Byandala and
his Commissioner for Building, Arch. Harry Kazahure.
In a meeting with UNAPD, Byandala, Kazahure and
the State Minister in Charge of Elderly and Disability,
Sulaiman Madada, Kazahure revealed that a statement
annexing the Standards to the Buidling Control Act
was inserted into the Bill that has already been approved by Cabinet.
UNAPD is so far grateful to Sulaiman Madada for his
role in the development of the Standards, and the
new task of making sure that the Standards are made
part of the law. We strongly believe that he will not
retreat or surrender before his and UNAPD’s dream
is realised.
Our own MPs representing PWDs in Parliament have
also committed themselves to support the Bill when it
comes to the House. We also urge them to lobby
fellow MPs for the same.
However, making the Standards part of the law ought
to be a big struggle as it is not a privilege of UNAPD,
but rather intended to benefit all people in Uganda, as
accessibility is a right to all.
When the Standards are legalised, it will be to the
advantage of Government, PWD MPs, and every
other citizen, because everybody including PWDs will
be able to access the physical environment without
barriers, hence increasing their participation in social,
political and economic opportunities necessary for
development.
What a nice gift it would be for all in 2012 when the
Building Control Act in enacted and taking care of the
accessibility needs and concerns of all Ugandans. We
wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

VISION: A society where People with Physical Disablities are accorded rights enjoyed by all citizens

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN
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Support the Empowerment Project
On November 2, UNAPD launched the Membership Empowerment Project at national level.
The colourful ceremony was held at Hotel Africana. UNAPD Chairman Arthur Blick made the
speech below.
I am delighted to be with you here at the launching
ceremony of the Membership Empowerment Project
that seeks to make sure that Persons with physical disabilities enjoy equal rights in all aspects of life and are
included equally into development programs and projects.
The Government’s legal and policy framework provide
for equal rights of all people and participation of all people in all Government’s development Programmes.
But in practice, persons with disabilities in general and
persons with physical disabilities in particular, have not
benefited from programmes such as NAADs, Northern
Uganda Reconstruction Programmes, Community
Driven Development Fund, and SACCOS, among others. This is because of barriers such as inaccessibility,
discrimination, and poor attitude towards persons with
disabilities.
Many children with physical disabilities are also not going
to schools because of similar barriers.
In UNAPD, we have also with great concern, realized
sports is one of the activities for personal development,
a source of income and a good social activity, but disability sports is less developed, and therefore, a few

PWDs are actively involved in it to realise sports benefits.
Therefore, UNAPD designed a Membership Empowerment Project we are launching today to be able to break
the barriers than hinder persons with physical disabilities
from going to schools, benefiting in development programms and socializing through sports.
The three-year (2011-2013) project to cost about one
billion shillings will be implemented in 12 Districts (three
per region) namely; Kayunga, Mubende, Kiboga,
Bushenyi, Kisoro, Mbarara, Arua, Oyam, Kitgum,
Kaberamaido, Pallissa and Busia.
The project is supported by three organisations of persons with disabilities in Denmark, including Danish
Handcap Forbund, Danish Brain Injury Support Association and the Disabled Sports Organisation Denmark.
In this project, we shall greatly use the National Accessibility Standards, a guiding booklet for stakeholders in the
construction industry, on how to construct buildings
and facilities that can be reasonably use by all people
including persons with disabilities.
The Standards, launched in 2009, are of great interest to
architects, civil engineers and property developers, who
play a key role in the construction industry.
UNAPD wishes to implement this project in partnership
and with support from all stakeholders here today.
Every body will have a role to play and we ask for maximum cooperation whenever you are called upon.

UNAPD Chairman Arthur Blick (L) with fellow Board members Mpindi Bumaali and Ark Goffin Candria

MISSION: To remove barriers in society that prevent People with Physical Disabilities
from enjoying full rights on an equal basis with other citizens
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Focus areas for Empowerment Project
UNAPD is implementing a three-year Membership Empowerment Project (MEP) with
support from Denmark. It is a partnership
project between UNAPD, (DBIA) Danish
Brain Injury Association, Danish Sports
Organization of the Disabled (DSOD) and
Danish Handicap Forbund (DHF). Its implementation will concentrate in 12 core
districts but with some activities in other
28 UNAPD member district associations.

PROJECT STAFF

Limited involvement of PWPDs into existing poverty alleviation programs:

The development of this project arose
from lessons learnt from the previous projects and newly identified needs especially within the areas of advocacy and
Organisational Development.
PROJECT GOAL:
Persons with physical disabilities enjoy
equal rights in all aspects of life and are
included equally into development programs and projects

Project Coordinator:
George Wlliam Kiyingi

Advocacy for the rights and needs of
PWPDs with main focus on inclusion and
equal participation in society as well as
equal participation and inclusion of
PWPDs in development programs.

The project objectives are:
By the end of 2013, UNAPD has developed
capacities in advocacy in 12 districts and
at national level within two selected areas:

Organizational development: To be able
to build UNAPD’s Organizational capacity
to be ready to make effective advocacy
both at local and national level.

(a) Accessibility rights with specific focus
on the education sector
(b) Access to existing poverty alleviation
programs being implemented by Government and Non-Governmental organisations.

Sports as one of the tools for mobilisation
of members at local level and promote
their participation and commitment to
UNAPD.
Project Officer:
Bob Ocilo

TARGET GROUP
The project will primarily target UNAPD
members both at national and local levels.

GAPS THE PROJECT INTENDS TO ADDRESS

At national level, staff and Board will be
targeted.

Limited capacity in advocacy:

At the local level, individual members,
their leadership in 12 District Associations
will be targeted.

At national level there is still some weakness on the proper management of an
advocacy campaign. This is due to lack of
an advocacy strategy, inadequate practical advocacy skills and limited resources,
which has limited the advocacy mandate
of UNAPD.
At the local level, UNAPD member associations experience capacity gaps when it
comes to lobbying and advocating for services and resources from the district/subcounty councils/administration as well as
basic organizational administration including planning, implementing and reporting on activities

Members lack information on the available opportunities and their rights in general. They don’t consider themselves
beneficiaries of existing opportunities
such as Poverty alleviation programmes
like NAADS, NUSAF and VSLA. In many
cases PWD are mentioned as part of the
target group for these programs but the
people who implement the programs at
local level don’t know how to support
PWD and are not very helpful when persons with a disability try to be included.
PROJECT PRIORITIES:

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:

By, 2013, UNAPD has strengthened the
systems and structures for its own management and increased ownership to the
organisation by the members. (District
associations, groups and individuals)

which makes them less likely to have
profitable jobs. The problems start in
ground school at local level where disabled children are denied the right to
education because of the way schools are
constructed.

Assistant Project Officer:
Scholastica Opoti

The secondary target group consists of 28
UNAPD district associations, external
stakeholders including policy makers,
relevant government authorities, families
and caregivers, Disabled Peoples’ Organizations, entrepreneurs, organisation involved in poverty alleviation programmes
like CARE Uganda, SACCOs, among others.
PROJECT DISTRICTS

Central Region: Kayunga, Sembabule and
Kiboga. Eastern Region: Pallisa, Busia and
Kaberamaido. Western Region: Bushenyi,
poor and less educated than the general Mbarara and Kisoro. Northern Region:
Inaccessibility of schools:
Ugandan population. One of the key fac- Arua, Oyam and Kitgum
This is because PWPDs are inappropriately tors is low educational level among PWDs

VISION: A society where People with Physical Disablities are accorded rights enjoyed by all citizens
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VP launches UNAPD project in Kayunga
BY HAMAD LUBWAMA
From October to December 2011, UNAPD launched the Membership Empowerment Project (MEP) in 12 districts, but the
one in Kayunga was distinctive. There
were many dances, lots of food, thousands
of people and an exhibition. However,
these are not the only factors that made
this launch distinctive but the presence of
the Vice President, Edward Ssekandi who
launched the project.
The launch was also blessed and witnessed by the State Minister in Charge of
the Elderly and Disability, Hon. Sulaiman
Madada, MPs representing PWDs and
several other dignitaries from the central
Government and Kayunga District local
administration.
“I hereby launch the (Membership Empowerment Project), a three year project
operational in 12 districts and supported
by some development partners,” Sekandi
said. “It is my strong conviction that this
will reinforce the existing agencies supporting our persons with disabilities.”
The project seeks to make sure that persons with physical disabilities enjoy equal
rights in all aspects of life and are included
equally into development programs and
projects such as NAADS, Prosperity for

All, Northern Uganda Social Action Fund,
among others.
The project is implemented in 12 districts
including Kayunga, Kiboga, Mubende
(central region); Mbarara, Bushenyi and
Kisoro (western); Arua, Oyam and Kitgum
(northern); Busia, Palissa and Kaberamaido
in the east.
It is supported by three organisation of
persons with disabilities in Denmark: Danish Handicap Forbund; Danish Brain Injury

“It is my strong conviction
that this will reinforce the
existing agencies supporting
our persons with
disabilities”
Support Association; and Disabled Sports
Organisation Denmark.
Also at the launch, UNAPD’s treasurer
Ark Goffin Candria, handed over a copy of
the Accessibility Standards to the vicepresident and asked him to support UNAPD in her Endeavour to make the Standards part of the upcoming Building Control Act.
Candria noted that one of the biggest
challenges persons with physical disabilities face is the inaccessible physical environment. He explained that most of the

services are offered in inaccessible building
and places, making it impossible for may
PWDs to access services.
He said with the adoption of the Standards as part of the law, UNAPD hopes
that the law will be observed and enforced
by the relevant agencies to make building
and other facilities usable to all people.
Sekandi hailed UNAPD for coming up
with the Standards and pledged to push
for annexing of the same to the Building
Control Act.
He also handed over three wheel chairs
donated by UNAPD to persons with
physical disabilities.
Sekandi also commissioned the International Day for Persons with Disabilities in
Kayunga, ahead of the national celebrations that were observed in Lira district
on December 3, 2012.
The function was organised by Sulaiman
Madada, the MP for Bbaale County in
Kayunga, partly to thank his voters for reelecting him into Parliament and to commission several development initiatives in
the district.
PWDs MPs Hellen Asamo, Alex Ndeezi
and William Nokrach attended the ceremony. Several officials from the central
Government and Kayunga district local
government witnessed the ceremony.

Minister Madada tips PWDs on poverty
BY HAMAD LUBWAMA
The State Minister for Elderly and Disability, Sulaiman Madada,
has advised Persons with Disabilities to take advantage of the
existing Government development programmes and get out of
poverty.
He noted that the majority of the poorest people in the country
are PWDs but very few of them are benefiting from the Government’s programmes meant to get them out of poverty.
The minister made the remarks while launching the Membership
Empowerment Project at national level at Hotel Africana.
“I thank and commend UNAPD for fundraising for this project.
Empowerment is giving people information and knowledge to
actively participate meaningfully in socio, economic and political
development. Once people are knowledgeable and informed,
they are empowered,” the minister observed.
He said there are many policies and laws in place to safeguard

and promote the rights of persons with disability but they are
ignorant about them.
“This project is therefore timely. It will help Government to
mobilise persons with disabilities to access and benefit from poverty eradication initiatives and also empower them to demand
for their rights,” Madada said.
“The constitution guides all development partners including
Government to address the needs of PWDs thus when we empower them we are in essence putting them in a position where
they can identify and prioritise their needs and lobby the Government and civil society for support in addressing their needs. “
The MP representing women with disabilities, Hajat Sofia Nalule,
decried Government’s failure to make its buildings and services
accessible to PWDs. She pointed out the Ministry of Education
headquarters, hospitals, and roads punctuated by numerous potholes. She added that PWDs also can’t access ATMs , taxis and
buses.
Turn to page 8

MISSION: To remove barriers in society that prevent People with Physical Disabilities
from enjoying full rights on an equal basis with other citizens
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Ministry of Works to adopt Accessibility Standards
BY HAMAD LUBWAMA

Works Ministry and the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development.
Hon. Sulaiman Madada in charge of elderly
Works Minister Eng. Abraham Byandala
and disability in the Gender Ministry arhas hailed UNAPD for spearheading the
ranged and attended this meeting toproduction of Accessibility Standards and gether with officials from his ministry. The
has promised to make it part of the Build- Gender Ministry was so instrumental in
ing Control Act meant to regulate con- the development of the Standards that
struction of buildings and other facilities. were launched in 2008.
The Standards are a guide to architects,
Byandala said that he personally acknowlcivil engineers, constructors and property edges the challenges PWDs go through in
developers on how to construct buildings regard to accessibility and emphasized
and facilities suitable for every one’s use
that accessibility is for all.
including persons with disabilities.
“I have also started to experience accessi“I really congratulate and respect you for bility challenges because of age,” he said.
producing these guidelines. I have no ob- “I will also alert my colleagues to take
jection to making the Standards part of
care of accessibility needs when they are
the law. I am happy that you have come
constructing buildings.”
early to discuss this with me. I will make He said the Building Control Bill is before
sure that we do what you want. Also
Cabinet for scrutiny, and the development
keep in touch with Parliament to support of the regulations to operationalise it
the Bill when it comes to the House for
when it becomes an Act will begin soon.
debate,” the minister said.
The meeting was also attended by the
This was in a meeting between UNAPD, Commissioner for Building, Arch. Harry

Kazahure.
“Architect Kazahure will lead the process
of making the regulations. Please, keep in
touch with him,” the minister advised
UNAPD’s team, led by the treasurer, Ark
Goffin Candria.
Kazahure said the regulations will be developed by the Ministry of Justice and will
provide for the Standards as an annex to
the Building Control Act.
Madada thanked the Ministry of Works
for the promise to legalise the Standards,
and said it will be in line with the Government’s commitment to empower persons
with disabilities to live a better and fulfilling life.
Candria explained to the minister the
intensive consultative process of developing the Standards, and expressed optimism that the lives of PWDs will greatly
improve if the Standards are legalised and
enforced.

Accessible Schools project
launched in Masaka district

Hon. Nalule bitter
over accessibility

BY VINCENT KAFEERO
Masaka district has welcomed the Accessible and all Inclusive Schools Project for
Children with Disabilities (CWDs). The project seeks to improve the state of
physical accessibility in schools, and also increase enrolment of CWDs in schools.
While launching the project in Masaka, the District LCV Vice Chairman, Hajji Jamil
Miwanda, said the project will support the district to mobilise CWDs to go to
schools, change the negative attitude of people towards CWDs and also promote
accessibility to school facilities.
He called on parents of CWDs not to neglect and under estimate the potential of
their children in regard to succeeding in education.
The launching ceremony that took place at Maria Flo Hotel was witnessed by UNAPD members, the district technical staff, PWDs councillors and the media.
The purpose of the activity was to officially launch the project and seek support for
the project from key stakeholders.
Before the launch, the participants were oriented into physical disability and also inducted into the project. The participants were concerned that the number of persons with disabilities is increasing yet the country is developing. They asked the Government to design and implement several interventions to prevent disability.
Prior to the launch, courtesy visits were made to key local government staff who will
be crucial in the implementation of this project, including the Chief Administrative
Officer. The CAO appreciated the project and was given a copy of Accessibility Standards. He was asked to use it to enforce construction of the buildings in the district
following the guidelines laid out in the Standards. Participants were excited about the
See pictorial on page 11
project aiming at ensuring that CWDs access education.

From page 5

She urged PWDs to demonstrate the
need to have all public places accessible by
refusing to attend meetings organised in
inaccessible places or going to places that
are inaccessible.
Nalule also called on persons with physical
disability to emulate the deaf and the blind
who celebrate their national days that
attract influential people who advance
their causes.
Several stakeholders including PWDs MPs,
UNAPD Board, representatives of the
ministries of Education and Gender,
DPOs, among others attended the project
launch.
The project is implemented in 12 districts
of Kiboga, Mubende, Kayunga (central
region), Arua, Oyam, Kitgum (north),
Kaberamaido, Busia, Pallisa (east), Kisoro,
Bushenyi and Mbarara (west).
The project has three components
namely; mainstreaming PWDs in all development programmes, improving accessibility in schools and promoting disability
sports.

VISION: A society where People with Physical Disablities are accorded rights enjoyed by all citizens
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UNAPD schools project kicks off
power members to assess buildings for
accessibility and offer relevant advice for
possible improvements.
The project is designed on the premise
that physical accessibility is not only a
concern of a specific social group but an
essential prerequisite for respect and
advancement of human rights for all.

Vincent Lyazi Kafeero
Project Officer

He

llo to you all let me start by
introducing myself to you. My
name is Vincent Kafeero
Lyazi, a new Project Officer with UNAPD.
I am coordinating the implementation of
a project called Accessible and Inclusive
Schools for Children with Disabilities Project (AISP). The two-year project started
in September 2011 and will run up to
September 2013 with support from Wellspring. The project, worth 100,000 dollars, focuses on improving the situation
of physical accessibility in schools.
It involves advocating for construction of
accessible facilities in schools that can be
used by Children with Disabilities
(CWDs). The project is intended to increase enrollment of CWDs in schools in
order to raise their education levels, and
empowering them to know their rights.
The project will also work towards changing the attitudes of parents, teachers,
and fellow children towards CWDs. We
shall also work with the families of CWDs
to offer them social support.
The project further focuses on creating
awareness on human rights issues in order to make people understand that
PWDs should access their rights as entitlements not as charity. We shall also
train relevant people in accessibility, em-

It is implemented in two districts: Masaka and Kapchorwa, through UNAPD
structures at national and district level. It
targets stakeholders such as schools administration, individual PWDs, CWDs,
families of CWDs, decision makers, implementers and service providers. We
shall use several strategies to achieve our
objectives, including capacity building
trainings, advocacy, lobbying, supporting
members to implement local activities
using a trust fund, auditing places for
accessibility, field visits, among others.
UNAPD believes that persons with physical disabilities not only have the right to
education and independent living but
also have the capacity to achieve greater
heights, to become role models of development and to contribute considerably
to development just like anyone else.
Unfortunately, this is not true to majority
of PWDs in Uganda. This problem arises
from denial of the right to education by
CWDs because of the way the education
system is structured and the schools are
constructed. Lack of accessible facilities
is often used by schools administration
to deny CWDs access to education.
There is also a general negative attitude
towards PWDs in society. CWDs are still
stigmatized and discriminated not only
by their parents but by their family members, fellow children and the teachers.
This does not only contribute to their
dropping out of school but also infringes
on their right to non-discrimination and
freedom of association.

It

is no wonder that when parents
experience such a situation where
their CWDs cannot cope with the
accessibility situation, the negative attitudes, and discrimination coupled with
stigmatization in the schools, they often

decide to keep the CWDs at home and
deny them their right to education.
The goal of the project is to ensure that
persons with physical disabilities are enjoying equal rights in all aspects of life
and are mainstreamed in the national
and local development programs. We
want to make sure by the end of the project in 2013, UNAPD has advocated for
improved accessibility and disability inclusive education in at least 20 schools in
the project districts. We shall also ensure that by the end of 2013, awareness
on disability and human rights with specific attention to the right to education of
CWDs is enhanced among the PWDs/
CWDs, schools and families of CWDs.

Th

e project districts of Masaka
and Kapchorwa were selected
basing on the following benchmarks: baseline survey findings on accessibility, the contrasting terrain of the
districts (Kapchorwa is mountainous
while Masaka is relatively flat), support
of the decision makers and implementers
to PWDs, and lastly the best practice
from project previously implemented in
these districts.
Kapchorwa district is located in a mountainous area therefore poses a big accessibility challenge for the CWDs and
PWDs. Despite the terrain, the district
leadership is positive towards making
provisions on accessibility. Masaka district is located in the central region of
Uganda where most of the opportunities
and services are. It is also at a higher
level of development specifically in terms
of the physical infrastructure most of
which are constructed without considering accessibility needs of CWDs and
PWDs.
We shall work with many stakeholders to
ensure successful implementation of the
project. May God Bless us all, as we
strive for the benefit of Children with
Disabilities.

The Project Officer can be contacted on:
Email:
k af eer ol v @y a ho o . co m,
Tel: 0793-570774.

MISSION: To remove barriers in society that prevent People with Physical Disabilities
from enjoying full rights on an equal basis with other citizens

Children with disabilities of school-going age pose with their parents after launching the project to promote their education

Schools project launched in Kapchorwa
BY VINCENT KAFEERO
It was yet another colourful event in Kapchorwa district when
the Accessible and Inclusive Schools for Children with Disabilities Project was being launched. Noah’s Ark Hotel was the
venue for the event as the Secretary for Gender and Social Services, Evelyn Chebet, launched the project on behalf of the district LCV Chairman.
She said that the district is working towards increasing enrolment of children in schools and will ensure that CWDs are targeted, as education is a key to success.
The ceremony was witnessed by UNAPDs members, district’s
political leaders, technical persons and the media.
Before the launch, participants were inducted into the project
and highlight about physical disabilities, with emphasis on how to
prevent people from becoming disabled. The purpose of the
activity was to officially launch the project and seek support for
the project from key stakeholders.
The District Community Development Officer, District Engineer, District Education Officer, District Executive Committee
of Kapchorwa District Association of People with Physical Disabilities, Children with Disabilities, their parents, Chairperson
Kapchorwa District Union of PWDs, Chairman District Council
for Disability, councillors for PWDs, also witnessed the launch.
Prior the launch, courtesy visits were made to the relevant local
government officers who will play a great role in the implementation of this project together with UNAPD, including the Chief
Administrative Officer (CAO). Many officers were given a copy
of Accessibility Standards, and pledged to use the Standards to
ensure that new constructions take into account the accessibility
needs of PWDs.
The CAO pledged to ensure that school furniture such as desks

and toilets that are soon going to be made using the School
Facilities Grant, are accessible. He also added that the district is
about to construct community facilities such as schools, toilets
and classrooms using NUSAF 2 funds, and promised to make
these accessible to CWDs.
The participants were excited with the project that seeks to
ensure that CWDs access education as a key to their success
and pledged to support the project to realise its goal.
It was noted that the vision of Kapchorwa education department
is “access to equitable, qualitative and relevant education including CWDs”, a manifestation that CWDs are highly targeted.
The District Education Department has officials trained in special
needs education. The District Inspector of Schools specialised in
sign language while the Senior Education Officer specialised in
mental retardation. This is an opportunity for the project to
benefit from these officers.
The chairman of Kapchorwa Association for People with Physical Disabilities, Labu Arap Labu, appreciated the project and
called upon all stakeholders and officials in the line department
to supplement the project.
The representative of the eastern region on UNAPD Board,
Ann Mary Nabwire, appreciated the CAO for his commitment
to support the project. She said CWDs need to be supported to
be able to live an independent life and also take care of their
parents in future.
She also called upon the district officials to always plan and
budget for PWDs, to supplement what the development partners offer.
The Chairman District Council for Disability said while performing his monitoring roles, he will ensure that the project is implemented well and that the CWDs right to education is not violated.

Evelyn Chebet launches the accessible schools project as UNAPD Board member Ann Mary Nabwire and Kapchorwa members look

1
In Masaka, Vice LCV Chairman Hajji Jamil Miwanda
launched the Accessible and all Inclusive Schools
Project for Children with Disabilities at a colourful
ceremony that took place at Maria Flo Hotel.

2
1. Hajji Miwanda hands over the project document to Charles
Galiwango the Chairman of Masaka Association of People
with Physical Disability.
2. UNAPD Information Officer Hamad Lubwama hands over a
copy of Accessibility Standards to Hajji Miwanda
3. Children with Disabilities who study pose for a group photo
with their parents after launching of the project
4. Members attentively listening during the induction and project launching workshop

MISSION: To remove barriers in society that prevent People with Physical Disabilities
from enjoying full rights on an equal basis with other citizens
3
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EDUCATION

12

SHAME BE UPON YOU!
Head teachers refuse to admit pupil over disability
listened to Christine’s story with a
lot of sadness and tears rolling down
my face. Christine narrated to me
how in the school year of 2011, her fiveyear-old daughter Pauline was denied entry into four schools near their home, just
because she had a deformity on her face.
Pauline developed a tumor on her tongue
and cheek, which made her face look different.
Christine approached several schools in
Nsambya, Kampala district, to enroll her
daughter, but to her dismay, the head
teachers of all the four schools objected.
They allegedly justified their denial of entry of the child in their schools as follows:
Fellow pupils might beat the child to
which mother could blame the school;
Fellow pupils could tease the child as she
looks terrifying.
To date Pauline has not yet been admitted
to any school. There is one school which
promised to admit Pauline in the first
term of 2012, on condition that she first
be operated on and look better.
Pauline had her first operation at CoRSU
Rehabilitation Hospital, Kisubi in May
2011. Her second operation is scheduled
for May 2012, yet the schools begin in
February. This means all this time, Pauline
will be home while watching other children go to school!
Pauline has no other health problem to
prohibit her from enrolling into school.
These schools which rejected Pauline,
advised her mother to try other schools
in Makindye and Kabalagala, but these are
far away from where the child stays in
Nsambya.
What happened to Pauline is unfortunate.
Such is the plight of children with disability. Shame be on the head teachers of
these four schools and to all those who
would do the same if they are approached. What they did shows clear
discrimination of children with disability
and violation of their basic rights.
If this happened in Kampala where such
school heads are expected to be at least
more informed and enlighten, what if it
were in rural schools? CWDs are also
children like others, with full rights espe-
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“Many people don’t
know that Persons
with Disabilities have
special or different
abilities like the child
in picture who uses
his right foot to
write and he is performing well in school.

cially the right to education or to be admitted in school, no matter how they
look. We should respect diversity in humanity. What if such a child belonged to
you or to one of these head teachers?
Statistics indicate that there are over
500,000 children with disability in Uganda.
The most commonly observed disabilities
are loss and limited use of limbs, spine
injuries, hearing difficulties, seeing difficulties, difficulty in speech and conveying
messages, mental retardation, and mental
illness, among others.
t is observed and reported that despite efforts put in place by Government and other actors, children with
disability are still treated with low priority
in society. Consequently, this discrimination and neglect further erodes these children’s self-esteem and confidence to the
extent that they cannot voice their needs
and freely socialize with others.
In 2010, Comprehensive Rehabilitation
Services Uganda (CoRSU) CBR program
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carried out a disability mapping
exercise in Katabi Sub-county,
Wakiso District. Findings revealed that among the many
difficulties faced by CWDs and
other vulnerable children is
the right to health, food, love,
education, play and parental
care. Some sections of the
community feel that spending
resources on disabled children
is “useless and deserve no attention because they are regarded as non-productive”.
In the same exercise, during the consultative meetings held with the councilors,
community development officers, parents
and the sub-county chief of Kasanje, it
was noted that attitude towards CWDs is
very negative and as a result, such children are often denied basics of life like
healthcare, education and protection. This
therefore shows that rights of these children are neither respected nor protected.
Children are innocent; whether they look
normal or different (abnormal), they are
human beings. They should not be discriminated against. All members of society
should strive to protect them from discrimination. Disabled People’s Organizations and Government should scale up
efforts to educate the masses about disability and basic child rights in Uganda.
The writer is a PR and Advocacy Officer at CoRSU
Rehabilitation Hospital Kisubi
balairene2000@yahoo.co.uk,
irene.nabalamba@corsu.or.ug
Tel: 0782995841

VISION: A society where People with Physical Disablities are accorded rights enjoyed by all citizens

